
A GUIDE TO: 

ABUSE IN FOSTER 

CARE 

Could you be 

entitled to 

compensation?  

Funding legal representation

Many specialist abuse lawyers will

provide a free initial consultation and

will be able to advise on whether you

are likely to succeed with a civil

compensation claim.

At Jordans solicitors, we will assess the

merits of your case and offer you an

appropriate funding arrangement to

enable us to act on your behalf and

achieve the best possible outcome

from your claim.

To speak to one of our specialist

lawyers telephone free on;

Tel: 0330 300 1103

For more information about Jordans
Solicitors go to;

www.jordanssolicitors.co.uk

‘On your doorstep for all your 
legal needs’

Dewsbury, Wakefield, 
Leeds (Horsforth) & Selby
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Is there a time limit for bringing such 

claims? 

Generally, you have three years form the date 

of the abuse/assaults. If you were a child at 

the time, this three years does not run until 

your eighteenth birthday, so you have until 

you turn twenty one. . 

What  if the abuse happened many years 

ago? 

It is still possible to bring a claim outside the

three year period. in cases involving historic

abuse and assaults the courts have the power

to allow claims to proceed many years later.

Your solicitor will advise you regarding this

but generally the courts will be looking at

whether it is fair to both parties.

Will I have to report the matter to the

police?

Whether a claim can be pursued does not

depend upon reporting to the police. If a

crime had been committed, it is likely that

you r solicitor will encourage you to do so.

I have consulted a solicitor in the past about

bringing a claim and was advised not to. Is it

worth contacting a solicitor again about my

experiences in foster care ?

Definitely. A recent change in the law has

made claiming compensation for abuse by

foster parents much easier. It means that

many claims which were previously very

difficult can now be pursued. If a solicitor

previously advised you against bringing a

claim it is advisable to seek further legal

advice.

How much compensation will I receive?

You will be able to recover compensation for

physical and psychological injuries that have

been caused by the abuse. In addition you

may also be entitled to claim compensation

for other losses such as lost of earnings or

treatment costs if these can be attributed to

the abuse.

Your solicitors will be able to advise you in

more detail about range of compensation

that you may receive.

Could I be entitled to compensation for

abuse suffered in foster care ?

Yes. If you have been the victim of physical,

sexual or emotional abuse in foster care you

could be entitled to pursue a claim for

compensation.

Who to sue?

Whilst it is possible to claim against the

individual who caused you the harm, there

may be practical difficulties with this and the

individual may not have sufficient assets to

meet any claim. It is more common to pursue

the local authority who employed the foster

carer., who will be automatically liable for

their actions.. If you have suffered abuse.by

another foster child or member of the foster

family, it may still be possible to bring a claim

in negligence.

Will I have to go to court?

Whilst it is always a possibility, very few

cases end up in court and the majority will

settle without the need to commence court

proceedings.


