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A GUIDE TO: 

Private Client –

Lasting Powers of 

Attorney

Should I make a Lasting Power of 
Attorney?

Cancelling your LPA:

You can cancel your LPA at any time, as 

long as you still have understanding to 

do so.

You might do this if you consider that 

your appointed attorneys are no longer 

suitable, or you want to add more 

attorneys.

You can replace your cancelled LPA with 

a new LPA.

How can we help:

At Jordans Solicitors we have a 

specialist team of private client lawyers 

who can assist you with all aspects of 

LPAs, including:

• Considering with you whether an 

LPA would be appropriate (and if so 

what types of LPA)

• Checking the suitability of any 

existing LPAs or Enduring Powers of 

Attorney you may already have

• Cancelling out of date LPAs and 

Enduring Powers of Attorney

• Advising you on all the points to 

consider in making your LPA

• Drafting, signing, registering and 

storing your LPAs

• Assisting attorneys in the execution 

of their duties.

http://www.apil.org.uk/
http://www.apil.org.uk/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/accreditation/personal-injury/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/accreditation/personal-injury/


LPAs vs. Deputyship Orders:

LPAs have various advantages over 

deputyship orders:

• You choose your attorneys whilst the court 

chooses your deputies. The court may not 

choose the person you would have 

chosen.

• LPAs are put in place and are ready to use 

immediately they are needed. The process 

to put in place a deputyship order only 

starts once it is needed and can take 

several months and cause serious 

inconvenience at a difficult time

• The process to put in place, and then to 

use LPAs is much simpler and cheaper than 

for Deputyship Orders

However, there are some possible advantages 

of deputyship orders:

• The costs of a deputyship order (albeit 

higher than the costs of an LPA) would 

only be incurred if the need for such an 

order arises, whereas the costs of making 

an LPA would be incurred regardless of 

whether it is subsequently needed.

• There is a higher level of court supervision 

of deputies than attorneys, but in our view 

the fact that you can choose your 

attorneys is a better safeguard for you.

Who can be my attorney?

In legal terms, an ‘attorney’ is a person who’s 

allowed to act on behalf of someone.

You can choose trusted family members, 

friends or professional attorneys. 

The important thing is that you are certain 

that the attorney will act honestly and in your 

best interests, knows and will respect your 

views, and has the time and ability to 

undertake the role.

Some people choose professional attorneys if 

they do not have appropriate family or friends 

to appoint, or if they have particularly 

complex circumstances. They can also be 

appointed to act alongside family and friends 

if appropriate.

Registering your LPA:

Before your attorneys can use your LPA, it 

must be registered with the Office of the 

Public Guardian (OPG). It currently costs £82 

to register each LPA so that they are ready to 

use. 

What must attorneys do?

Attorneys can make some decisions on your 

behalf, but they can’t do as they please. They 

always have to act in your best interests.

They must also make every effort to find out 

whether you can make a decision before they 

do and must also follow any instructions and 

bear in mind any preferences that you have 

expressed.

What is an Lasting Power of Attorney?

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal

document that you make whilst you are still

able, appointing trusted people to be your

attorneys to make decisions on your behalf

(generally) once you have lost the ability to

make these decisions yourself.

There are two types of LPA, one to enable

your attorneys to manage your finances, and

the second for them to make health and care

decisions, on your behalf.

Do I have to make a Lasting Power of

Attorney?

No. You may never need it.

Should I make a Lasting Power of Attorney?

This depends on your circumstances.

Are there are assets which you would want

managing in the event that you lose the

ability to do so yourself (e.g. bank accounts,

investments, your house)? If so, would an LPA

give reassurance to you, and would you want

to make it easier for the people you would

like to look after you to be able to do so?

If you do not make an LPA and someone

needs to manage your finances, then the only

alternative may be for that person to apply to

court to be appointed as your deputy.


