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A GUIDE TO: 

Making your Will

Why do I need a Will?
(and how to make one)

What your solicitor will need to know?

Your solicitor will guide you through the

process of making your Will, but it is

useful to think about the following:

• How large is your estate? What 

assets do you own?

• Who should receive your estate after 

you die (and are there any close 

family members who might be 

disappointed by your choices)?

• Who should receive your estate if 

your initial choices have died before 

your?

• Who you would like to act as your 

executors?

How do I find a solicitor to help make 

my Will?

Choosing a law firm that is a member 

of the Law Society's Wills and 

Inheritance Quality (WIQS) Scheme 

means that your solicitor will meet the 

high standards for wills and probate 

services set by the Law Society. You will 

also be using a specialist legal 

professional who is regulated and 

insured.

At Jordans Solicitors we are proud to 
be  a member of the Law Society's 
Wills and Inheritance Quality (WIQS) 
Scheme.  

We also have specialist solicitors who 
are members of the Society of Trust 
and Estate Practitioners.  

We are pleased to advise you in 
relation to all issues relating to the 
preparation of your Wills. 

Our wills and probate solicitors are 
based in our Wakefield, Dewsbury, 
Horsforth and Selby offices.
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You can also control your children’s access to

their share of your estate until they reach a

specified age (often 18, 21 or 25).

Asset Protection: You can set up trusts in your

Will to protect assets for the next generation,

for example by preventing:

• An immature or spendthrift or vulnerable 

beneficiary from having direct access to 

their share

• Your partner from changing their Will after 

your death to benefit a new partner at the 

expense of your children

• The possibility of your estate having to be 

used to fund your partner’s future long 

term residential care costs. 

Inheritance Tax: Your can use your Will to

arrange your affairs in a tax efficient manner,

and also to prevent unnecessary inheritance

tax becoming payable on the death of your

beneficiaries.

Company Succession: If you own a business,

you can use your Will to ensure that your

shares pass to the appropriate person, and to

ensure that appropriate executors are

appointed to ensure the business can

continue to be managed effectively after your

death.

When should I make my first Will?

Now

When should I update my will?

You should review your Will regularly to make 

sure it reflects your wishes, especially if you:

• get married or enter a civil partnership

• get divorced

• have children

• have bought a new property

• Your financial position changes e.g. on an 

inheritance

Should I use a solicitor to make my Will?

You can make a Will without legal assistance, 

but any lack of clarity about your intentions 

can cause problems at a later date.  If you 

make any mistakes in the execution process, 

this could mean that your Will is invalid. 

There may also be issues which a professional 

raises which you would not otherwise have 

considered. 

If your family circumstances or finances are 

complicated, it may be even more important 

to seek professional assistance.  

An effective Will makes it easier for those you 

leave behind.

What is a Will?

A Will is a document setting out the

beneficiaries between whom your estate is to

be shared after you have died. It also sets

out who is to deal with your estate on their

behalf (your executors).

Why do I need a Will?

Surveys consistently show that around 60% of

the UK adult population have no Will.

If you die without a valid Will, you have no

say in what happens to your estate. The

‘Rules of Intestacy’ will determine how your

estate is divided, and this may not be to the

people you would want to benefit.

These rules leave no provision for your

partner if you are not married or in a

registered civil partnership, even if you live

together. If you have children, then they may

received nothing if you are married or in a

registered civil partnership. They may also

not result in your intended division if you

have children from previous relationships.

What else can my Will do:

Children: It is important that you appoint

guardians to take on responsibility for any

children of yours until they are 18 years old.

You can do this through your Will.


